
FUR FARMING 271 

Although the fox was the first to be raised in captivity many other kinds of 
fur-bearing animals are now being raised—mink, raccoon, skunk, marten, fisher 
and rabbit. Mink farms are the most numerous of the miscellaneous class, raccoon 
farms coming next. From 1920 to 1939 there was a rapid expansion of fur farming 
in Canada and during that period there was a marked change in type of furs which 
were most acceptable to the market. Black fox was popular 25 years ago. A few 
years later the highest prices were being paid for quarter and half silvers and during 
recent years the full silver and new types have been setting the upper price limit. 
The development of a new-type fox and mink has proven to be a new incentive to 
the fur-farming industry. New-type fox such as platinum, platinum-silver, pearl-
platinum and white-marked are meeting a ready market as are the new-type mink 
including silver-sable, platinum silver-blue, snow-white and a number of other 
colour phases. In 1939 the Dominion Government introduced the grading of 
furs under the Department of Agriculture. One of the Department's main objectives 
in grading is to secure uniformity. By accomplishing uniformity it offers an oppor­
tunity of buying by grade without the necessity of buyers from foreign countries 
personally examining the pelts. 

Grading offers many benefits to the producer as well as to the trade in general: 
(1) it educates the rancher as to the proper value of his pelts, and creates an in­
centive to improve the quality of his product; (2) it furnishes much needed guidance 
in the planning of future matings; (3) it raises the standard of quality of the entire 
crop of pelts; and (4) it raises the level of prices for the higher quality pelts. 

Statistics of Fur Farming.—The following tables give the numbers and 
values of the fur farms and animals, for recent years. 

1.—Fur Farms, Land and Buildings, and Fur-Bearing Animals, by Provinces, 1910-42 
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Totals 9,164 8,440 7,835 7,251,029 7,243,874 7,158,980 7,094,357 7,928,971 6,753,855 


